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	DAY 1


	13 JULY
	VENUE: Hotel Hilton Batumi, Rustaveli Ballroom, 1st floor

	09:00 - 10:00
	REGISTRATION

	OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE

	10:00
	OFFICIAL WELCOME

	10:00-10:10
	H.E. Victor Dolidze - State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

	
	KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

	10:10-10:20
10:20-10:30
10:30-10:40
10:40-10:50
10:50-11:00
	H.E. Giorgi Margvelashvili – The President of Georgia
H.E. Giorgi Kvirikashvili – Prime Minister of Georgia
Hon. Irakli Kobakhidze – Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia
H.E. Maroš Šefčovič – EU Commission Vice-President for Energy Union
Mr. Vazil Hudák – Vice-President of the European Investment Bank

	11:10-12:40
	SESSION I

	GEORGIA, REGIONAL STABILITY AND EUROPEAN ENERGY SECURITY

	TOPICS and QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: The role of Georgia in diversification of the energy supply of the European Union – ongoing projects and perspectives; gradual harmonization with the EU Energy Acquis and Georgia’s accession to the Energy Community – benefits, challenges and the way forward; Georgia as a potential supplier of renewable energy; Significance of energy cooperation and interconnections as well as its implications for promoting regional stability.

What are the challenges and  implications of Georgia’s membership in the Energy Community for the regional and local energy security? What are the prospects for increasing the production of renewable energy in Georgia, How Georgia can become a supplier of Renewable energy? How can the energy cooperation contribute to nurturing the regional stability? 

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR: 
	Mr. Giorgi Chikovani – Energy & Water Component Lead, USAID “Governance for Growth” (G4G) 

	SPEAKERS: 
	1. H.E. Mikheil Janelidze – Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 
2. Minister of Energy of Georgia
3. H.E. George Katrougkalos – Alternate Foreign Minister for European Affairs of the Hellenic Republic
4. Hon. Ryszard Terlecki – Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Poland
5. Hon. Rebecca Harms – Member of the European Parliament in the Greens/EFA Group; Co-President of the Delegation to the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly; Member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Chair

	Special Remark: H.E.Yuri Sterk – Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria

	Followed by Q&A 

	12:40-13:40
	Lunch
Hotel Hilton Batumi, Restaurant Pelion, Ground Floor

	13:40-15:10
	SESSION II

	TRUTH, LIES AND TRUST: MANAGING POPULISM AND OPERATING WITHOUT RED LINES 

	TOPICS and QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: Current challenging information environment where adversaries influence the society through aggressive propaganda; fake news and cyber-attacks - efficient tools to distort countries’ foreign policy goals, to discredit western values and divide societies; “populist”, “anti-European” and “anti-establishment” campaigns directly challenging the existing political systems; 
Are the countries in Russia’s neighbourhood more vulnerable to disinformation operations than Western countries? How should we understand, forestall and impede disinformation operations that use cyber-space to attack political systems? How should we communicate with our societies to protect them from disinformation and how do we regain public trust in the meantime?

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR: 
	Mr. Nik Gowing – International Presenter, London

	SPEAKERS: 
	1. H.E. Aleksandre Jejelava – Minister of Education and Science of Georgia
2. Mr. Giles Portman – Head of East StratCom Task Force, European External Action Service
3. Mr. Sven Sakkov – Director, NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence 
4. Mr. James Sherr – Associate Fellow, Chatham House
5. Mr. Brian Whitmore – Senior Russia Analyst Author of Power Vertical Blog, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

	Followed by Q&A

	15:10-15:40
	Coffee Break

	15:40-17:10
	SESSION III

	ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT AND DCFTA: SHAPING THE FUTURE OF GEORGIA

	TOPICS and QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: Benefits and challenges of implementation of the AA/DCFTA and the Association Agenda - progress achieved and lessons learned, coordination and monitoring mechanisms; the role of the Parliament in overseeing the implementation process; transparency and best practices of cooperation with the civil society. The way forward: new Association Agenda - priorities, expectations and further progress. 

What are the main benefits and challenges of  implementation of the AA/DCFTA? How could be the societal ownership and transparency in the process of AA/DCFTA implementation increased? What are  the major priorities and expectations of the new EU-Georgia Association Agenda? 

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR: 
	Hon. Tamar Khulordava  – Chair of the Committee on European Intergation of the Parliament of Georgia

	SPEAKERS:
	1. [bookmark: _GoBack]H.E. Giorgi Gakharia – Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia 
2. Mr. Jakub Dürr – Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic
3. Hon. Eduard Kukan – Member, Chair of the Delegation to the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (D-RS), European Parliament
4. Mr. Luc Pierre Devigne  – Director for Russia, Eastern Partnership, Central Asia and OSCE, Deputy Managing Director for Europe and Central Asia, European External Action Service – EEAS 
5. Ms. Ketevan Vashakidze  –  Chairman, EaP CSF Georgian National Platform 

	Followed by Q&A

	19:00-21:00
	Cocktail Reception 
Hotel Hilton Batumi, Sky-bar Nephele, 20th floor

	21:00-22:30
	NIGHT OWL SESSION  

	SECURITY ARCHITECTURE TODAY: ENSURING REGIONAL STABILITY
(Chatham House Rules)
Hotel Hilton Batumi, Rustaveli Ballroom, 1st floor

	TOPICS and QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: The EU Global Strategy and current security challenges – hybrid warfare, terrorism, migration crisis; occupied and annexed territories in Europe and possibility of further aggression from Russian Federation; Resilience as an essential component of Georgia’s deterrence policy in line with the principles of EU Global Strategy; the role of Georgia in the implementation of the Common Security and Defence Policy of the EU.

What are the most effective approaches to tackle the ambigious nature of modern security challenges? What are the instruments of the EU for ensuring stability and security in EaP region? How are the main principles of EU Global Strategy reflected in Georgia’s defence policy and how can Georgia contribute to the Common and Security Policy of the EU?

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR: H.E. Ketevan Tsikhelashvili – State Minister of Georgia for Reconciliation and Civic Equality

	SPEAKERS:
	1. H.E. Levan Izoria – Minister of Defence of Georgia
2. H.E. Bogdan Klich – Minority Leader of the Senate, Republic of Poland
3. H.E. Arnoldas Pranckevičius – Head of European Commission Representation in Republic of Lithuania (TBC)
4. Mr. Lincoln Mitchell – Scholar, Political Analyst, United States of America
5. Mr. David Shahnazaryan – Senior Analyst, Regional Studies Center, Republic of Armenia

	Q&A

	DAY 2

	14 JULY 
	VENUE: Hotel Hilton Batumi, Rustaveli Ballroom, 1st floor

	10:00-11:30
	SESSION I

	EASTERN PARTNERSHIP  – WHAT IS NEXT FOR THE EU ASSOCIATED PARTNERS

	TOPICS and QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: Visa free regime of the associated partners with the EU – new prospects and opportunities; Future of the EaP – need of an increased ownership and results-oriented approach; The EaP Summit 2017: possibility of rebranding the assistance instruments to strengthen the bonds between the EU and its associated partners; Revision of the institutional structure of the EaP.

What are the expected practical and political deliverables of the 2017 EaP Summit? What are the best ways to enhance the ownership of EaP? What changes shold be undertaken to make the institutional structure of EaP multilateral cooperation work more effectively and serve its purpose? 

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR:
	Mr. Neil MacFarlane – Lester B Pearson Professor of International Relations and Fellow at St Annes College, Oxford University, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

	SPEAKERS:
	1. H.E. Darius Skusevičius – Vice Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Republic of Lithuania
2. H.E. Natalie Sabanadze – Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Kingdom of Belgium and  Representative of Georgia to the European Union
3. Ms. Daniela Morari –  Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova
4. Amb. Jaan Reinhold – Director, Estonian Centre of Eastern Partnership
5. Ms. Laure Delcour – Research fellow, EU-STRAT project, FMSH, French Republic

	Special Remark: H.E.Konrad Szymański –   Secretary of State for European Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland 

	Q&A

	11:30-12:00
	Coffee Break

	12:00-13:30
	SESSION II

	MIGRATION

	TOPICS and QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: Visa liberalization and new policies and mechanisms in migration management; modern migratory chllanges, European Agenda on Migration and Clobal Compact on Migration – national contexts and global approaches; international processes for migration management – inter-state co-operation, perspectives and chellenges.

How the implementation of the visa liberalisation action plan affected migration management in Georgia - what were the challenges and what are the future plans? What is the migrant receiving states’ policy in terms of migrants’ integration, reducing vulnerability and the risc assassement?  
What is the future vision of the European Agenda on Migration and how the Global Compact of Migration would assist states in addressing present migratory chllenges? What were the main results achieved through migration dialogues between the states and regions, and what is the future this platform?

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR:
	H.E. Ana Birchall – Member of the Committee on European Affairs, Parliament of Romania

	SPEAKERS:
	1. H.E. Thea Tsulukiani – Minister of Justice of Georgia  
2. H.E. Selim Yenel – Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry for EU Affairs, Republic of Turkey
3. H.E. Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger – Director General Legal and Consular Affairs, Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs, Republic of Austria
4. Mr. Martijn Pluim – Director, Migration Dialogues and Cooperation, International Centre for Migration Policy Development

	Followed by Q&A

	13:30-14:30
	Lunch 
Hotel Hilton Batumi, Restaurant Pelion, Ground Floor

	14:30-16:00
	SESSION III 

	EU FOR GEORGIA – ASSISTANCE, COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

	QUESTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED: The EU Development Cooperation policy and its implications on the EaP countries; Main priorities for the EU Assistance in the 2017-2020 indicative period; EU4Bussiness and EU4Energy initiatives as the main drivers for development; 

How to make the EU assistance programmes more visible for population? How to ensure more differentiation in the context of EU development cooperation? How to make the EU Community programmes and Agencies more accessible for the EU associated partners?

	FORMAT: Moderated discussion

	MODERATOR: 
	Ms. Amanda Paul – Policy Analyst, European Policy Centre, Kingdom of Belgium

	SPEAKERS:
	1. Prof. Adam Łazowski – Expert of the Facility for the Implementation of the Association Agreement Project in Georgia, Westminster Law School
University of Westminster, London, United Kingdom 
2. H.E. János Herman – Ambassador of the European Union to Georgia
3. Dr. Heinz Olbers  – Director, Lending Operations in EU Neighbouring Countries, European Investment Bank
4. Mr. Francis Malige – Managing Director for Eastern Europe & Caucasus,  European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
5. Ms. Nino Zambakhidze – Founder, Georgian Farmer’s Association

	Followed by Q&A

	CLOSING REMARK: H.E. Victor Dolidze – State Minister of Georgia on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

	19:00
	Gala Dinner (by invitations only)
Hotel Intourist Palace, Intourist Lounge

	Working languages: Georgian and English



	web: www.batumiconference.ge; email: conference@eu-nato.gov.ge
	5



